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Public Notice                                                                                                                                
West Virginia (WV) Bureau for Medical Services (BMS) Section 1115 Waiver Renewal – 

Extended Comment Period  

PUBLIC NOTICE. Pursuant to 42 CFR 431.408, BMS will provide the public the opportunity to review and provide 

input on the Section 1115 Demonstration Waiver Renewal. This public notice provides additional information of 

public interest regarding a proposed waiver renewal to West Virginia’s Section 1115 Medicaid Demonstration 

Waiver titled: West Virginia Creating a Continuum of Care for Medicaid Enrollees with Substance Use Disorders 

(SUD).   

West Virginia’s current Section 1115 Medicaid demonstration titled, “West Virginia Creating a Continuum of Care 

for Medicaid Enrollees with SUD” was originally submitted and approved by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services (CMS) in October 2017 to help WV combat the ongoing public health crisis of its high rate of drug 

overdose deaths in the country. The current waiver demonstration was developed to help increase the availability 

of SUD prevention and treatment services for Medicaid members, improve overall health and health outcomes, 

and improve the integration of physical and behavioral health. Currently, services under the waiver include Peer 

Recovery Support Services, Residential Treatment for Individuals with a SUD and Methadone Treatment.  

Over the demonstration years, the waiver has increased member access to and utilization of SUD treatment 

services. As of April 2021, over 249,000 Medicaid members received SUD treatment since the implementation of 

the waiver. While the implementation of the current 1115 waiver has significantly increased access to SUD 

services, gaps in access to critical behavioral health services remain. While, this may be attributed to the 

challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, the State will seek authority to authorize 11 new services, expanding 

the demonstration to support individuals with a serious mental illness (SMI) in addition to SUD conditions.   

The current waiver demonstration will be expiring on December 31, 2022. BMS is seeking to renew the section 

1115 waiver for another five years. In addition to the current 1115 waiver services, the State proposes to expand 

services offered under the demonstration to further enhance the continuum of care and will rename the waiver to 

“Evolving West Virginia’s Medicaid Behavioral Health Continuum of Care.” Additional services being proposed are: 

Supported Employment Services Continuity of Care for Justice-Involved Individuals  

Supported Housing Services Expansion of Peer Recovery Support Services 

Recovery Housing  Expansion of Residential Treatment at ASAM Level 3.7 
for Medically Complex Individuals 

Quick Response Teams Expansion of Institutions for Mental Diseases (IMD) 
Services and Lengths of Stay 

HIV/HCV Education, Screening, Testing, and Outreach Contingency Management using the Treatment for 
Stimulant Use Disorder (TRUST) Model 

Involuntary Secure Withdrawal Management and 
Stabilization Services 

 

 

Demonstration Application and Submission of Public Comments 

The State’s 30-day public comment period is open, as of April 4, 2022. BMS will accept comments through 

midnight on May 4, 2022. The draft section 1115 waiver application is available on the following website: 
https://dhhr.wv.gov/bms/Public%20Notices/Pages/Medicaid-Section-1115-Waiver-Renewal-Demonstration.aspx 

Hard copies of the waiver application can be requested by calling 304-558-1700 

https://dhhr.wv.gov/bms/Public%20Notices/Pages/Medicaid-Section-1115-Waiver-Renewal-Demonstration.aspx
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Interested parties may send comments one of the following ways: 

Email: BMS.Comments@wv.gov  // Telephone: 304-558-1700 // U.S. Mail: Behavioral Health 1115 Waiver                     
350 Capital Street, Room 251 Charleston, WV 25301                                                                                                                               

For more information, please visit: https://dhhr.wv.gov/bms/Programs/WaiverPrograms/Pages/Substance-Use-

Disorder-(SUD)-Waiver-.aspx 

Waiver Goals  

Goals through this waiver renewal include: 

 Improved Quality of Care and population health outcomes 

 Increased member access to and utilization of appropriate treatment services 

 Decreased Utilization of high-cost ED and hospital services 

 Improved care coordination, care transitions, and continuity of care 

Through the waiver goals and the expanded proposed list of new services, BMS is committed to further enhance 

and strengthen the continuum of care, starting at prevention all the way through supporting recovery efforts.  

Eligible Populations 

The proposed services and supports will be available to all West Virginia Medicaid members aged 18 and older. In 

order to be eligible for SUD services, an individual must have a SUD diagnosis. In order to be eligible for SMI 

services, an individual must have a diagnosable mental, behavioral, or emotional disorder of sufficient duration, to 

meet medical criteria. For all individuals served under this Waiver, services must be appropriate and medically 

necessary to fit the member’s needs.  

Delivery System and Cost Sharing 

Managed care plans play a key role in building and sustaining the provider network needed to achieve Waiver 

goals.  

 West Virginia Medicaid’s two managed care programs are Mountain Health Trust (MHT) and Mountain 
Health Promise (MHP). 

 MHP Mandatory Enrollment for Children with Serious Emotional Disorders Waiver (CSEDW) members will 
continue under 1115 SUD Waiver. 

 
BMS will continue to work with the three managed care organizations (MCOs) and the Medicaid provider 
community to help ensure that both the plans and individual providers are prepared to meet ASAM standards. A 
small number of individuals who are not enrolled in managed care who also need SUD services, will have access to 
services via fee-for-service (FFS) delivery.  
 

No cost sharing will be imposed on members under the 1115 SUD Waiver. 
 
Hypothesis and Evaluation Parameters 
WV’s Independent Evaluator, West Virginia University (WVU), will conduct the demonstration evaluation process. 
BMS intends to continue all evaluation activities related to the existing 1115 waiver. The WVU team will expand its 
evaluation plan in order to measure and evaluate the new services.  
 
For additional information on hypotheses and proposed measurement methods, below you will find Table 1. 
Proposed Evaluation Plan Changes for Waiver Renewal and Expansion.  

mailto:BMS.Comments@wv.gov
https://dhhr.wv.gov/bms/Programs/WaiverPrograms/Pages/Substance-Use-Disorder-(SUD)-Waiver-.aspx
https://dhhr.wv.gov/bms/Programs/WaiverPrograms/Pages/Substance-Use-Disorder-(SUD)-Waiver-.aspx
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Table 1. Proposed Evaluation Plan Changes for Waiver Renewal and Expansion 
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Requested Expenditure Authorities 

The proposed services in the Behavioral Health Waiver will require the following authorities as shown in Table 2. 

 Table 2. Expenditure Authority 
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Anticipated Annual Enrollment and Expenditures 

Please see the below tables for anticipated enrollment and expenditure information.  

Table 3. Anticipated Waiver Enrollment 
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Table 4. Anticipated Annual Expenditures 

 

 


