
 
 
CHAPTER 18 

 
WV INCOME MAINTENANCE MANUAL 

 
Aliens, Refugees, and Citizenship 

 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 
10/13 

 
105 - 123 - 151 - 455 – 531 – 667  

i 

18.1 DEFINITIONS ........................................................................................................... 1 
 
18.2       CITIZENSHIP AND ALIENAGE ............................................................................... 6 
 
  A. INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................... 6 
 
  B. DESCRIPTION OF IMMIGRATION CATEGORIES ...................................... 6 
 
18.3 IMMIGRATION DOCUMENTS ................................................................................. 8 
 
 A. INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................... 8 
 
 B. EXAMINING INS DOCUMENTS .................................................................... 8 
 
18.4 BENEFIT PROGRAMS .......................................................................................... 11 
 

 A. SNAP BENEFITS ........................................................................................ 11 
 
 B.   WV WORKS  ............................................................................................... 14 
 

 C. MEDICAID  .................................................................................................. 16 
 

 D.  LOW-INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (LIEAP) .................. 18a 
 
 E.    EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE (EA) ............................................................ 18a 

 
18.5 SYSTEMATIC ALIEN VERIFICATION OF ENTITLEMENTS (SAVE) 
 AND  QUALIFYING QUARTERS OF COVERAGE ................................................ 19 
 
 A. SYSTEMATIC ALIEN VERIFICATION OF ENTITLEMENT (SAVE)............ 19 
 
 B. 40 QUALIFYING QUARTERS OF COVERAGE .......................................... 20 
 
18.6 SPONSORED ALIENS........................................................................................... 26 
 
 A. INTRODUCTION ......................................................................................... 26 
 
 B. DEEMING SPONSORS’ INCOME AND ASSETS ....................................... 26 
 
 C. EXCEPTIONS TO DEEMING ...................................................................... 27 
 
18.7 DEEMING OF INELIGIBLE/ILLEGAL ALIENS INCOME OR ASSETS. ................ 30 
 
 A. METHODS USED IN DEEMING .................................................................. 30 

 



 
 
CHAPTER 18 

 
WV INCOME MAINTENANCE MANUAL 

 
Aliens, Refugees, and Citizenship 

 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

  
10/13 

 
105 – 123 – 427 – 455 – 505 – 531 – 540 – 579 - 667 

ii 

18.8 DEEMING INCOME/ASSETS OF ALIEN'S SPONSOR BEFORE  
DECEMBER 19, 1997 ............................................................................................ 32 
 
A. INTRODUCTION – DEEMING INCOME ..................................................... 32 
 
B. INTRODUCTION – DEEMING ASSETS OF ALIEN’S SPONSOR .............. 38 

 
18.9 EMERGENCY MEDICAID FOR ILLEGAL/INELIGIBLE ALIENS .......................... 44 
 
 A. INTRODUCTION ......................................................................................... 44 
 
 B. ELIGIBILITY OF NON-QUALIFIED ALIENS ................................................ 44 
 
18.10  REFUGEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ................................................................... 45 
 

A. INTRODUCTION ......................................................................................... 45 
 
B. ELIGIBILITY SCREENING .......................................................................... 45 
 
C. ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION FOR AFDC/MEDICAID ............................ 46 
 
D. ELIGIBILITY FOR REFUGEE CASH ASSISTANCE AND REFUGEE 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE ............................................................................. 48 
 
E. REGISTERING FOR EMPLOYMENT ......................................................... 52 
 
F. SPECIFIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR REFUGEE  
 MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ONLY ............................................... 54 
 
G. SNAP ELIGIBILITY ...................................................................................... 55 
 
H. REFERRALS FOR SERVICE ...................................................................... 55 
 
I. REFERRALS TO SSI .................................................................................. 56 
 
J. TIME LIMITS FOR PARTICIPATION .......................................................... 56 
 

 K. SPECIAL STATUS FOR AFGANIS AND IRAQIS  .................................... 56a 
 

L. CUBAN AND HAITIAN ENTRANTS  ......................................................... 56c 
 
18.11  ASYLEE ELIGIBILITY FOR REFUGEE CASH AND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM ............................................................................................................. 57 
 

A. INTRODUCTION ......................................................................................... 57 



 
 
CHAPTER 18 

 
WV INCOME MAINTENANCE MANUAL 

 
Aliens, Refugees, and Citizenship 

 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

  
10/13 

 
105 – 123 – 427 – 455 – 505 – 531 – 540 – 579 – 667  

iii 

B. ELIGIBILITY SCREENING .......................................................................... 57 
 
C. ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION FOR WV WORKS/MEDICAID ................. 59 
 
D. ELIGIBILITY FOR REFUGEE CASH ASSISTANCE (RCA) AND  

REFUGEE MEDICAL ASSISTANCE (RMA) ............................................... 59 
 

E. REGISTERING FOR EMPLOYMENT ......................................................... 60 
 
F. SPECIFIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR REFUGEE 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ONLY ............................................... 60 
 
G. SNAP ELIGIBILITY ...................................................................................... 60 
 
H. REFERRALS FOR SERVICE ...................................................................... 60 
 
I. REFERRALS TO SSI .................................................................................. 60 
 

18.12 VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING WHO ARE NON U.S. CITIZENS  
  ELIGIBILITY FOR REFUGEE CASH AND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE  .................. 61 
 

A. INTRODUCTION ......................................................................................... 61 
 
B. ELIGIBILITY SCREENING .......................................................................... 61 
 

APPENDIX A EXAMPLES OF IMMIGRATION DOCUMENTS ......................................... A-1 
 




