Third Quarter/2009
Volume 28, No. 3

West Virginia

EPI-LOG
Health departments vaccinating
H1N1 target groups differently
... and correctly
Many residents of West Virginia have been questioning why H1N1
vaccination efforts across the state differ from locality to locality. Residents
have been sharing concerns about why one health department is vaccinating
one group of individuals and others are vaccinating different groups. The
answer is that as long as
individuals within the H1N1
(swine) flu target population
group are being vaccinated in
their community, then the
strategy employed by the local
health department is likely
correct.
Health Departments
are autonomous and do not act
as an arm of the state. Each
health department has been
instructed to reach out to
target group populations in
their community at highest risk for the H1N1. Health departments are
receiving their H1N1 vaccine in small amounts weekly and supply is
expected to increase over the coming weeks and months. Therefore careful
planning and vaccine targeting early on in the vaccination efforts are crucical
while supply is limited.
(See H1N1, page 3)
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The 2009 WV Public Health Symposium:

Implications of H1N1
and Other Communicable Diseases:
Are We Prepared?
Registration for the 2009 West Virginia Public
Health Symposium: Implications of H1N1 and Other
Communicable Diseases: Are We Prepared? is now open.
You can register by online by clicking here. CEUs are
available. The event will be held at the Town Center
Marriott in Charleston, West Virginia November 19 & 20.
Dr. Cathy Slemp, state health officer will kick off
the day and a half annual conference with a 90 minute
update on the status of H1N1 in West Virginia and the
challenges ahead. Dr.
Slemp is leading the
state’s public health
effort against H1N1.
The
state
has
activated the H1N1
Incident Command
System where Slemp
serves as the H1N1
content expert. Her
presentation will be
followed by a Late
Breakers
panel
discussion which will
Dr. Cathy Slemp
include Dr. Slemp, Dr.
Loretta Haddy the state epidemiologist and director of
the Office of Epidemiology and Prevention Services; Dr.
Dee Bixler the Director of the Division of Infectious
Disease Epidemiology; Jeffrey J. Neccuzi, the director of
the Division of Immunization Services as well as one of
the state’s local health officers and a nursing director.
The keynote speaker for the conference is Dr.
Nathan Wolfe an Epidemiologist who will speak about
Global Pandemics and will discuss H1N1. Wolfe is the Lorry
I. Lokey Visiting Professor in Human Biology at Stanford
University and Director of the Global Viral Forecasting
Initiative (GVFI). He received his Bachelor’s degree from
Stanford in 1993 and his doctorate in Immunology and

Infectious Diseases from Harvard in 1998. The recipient
of a Fulbright fellowship in 1997, Dr. Wolfe was awarded
the National Institutes of Health International Research
Scientist Development Award in 1999 and the prestigious
NIH Director’s Pioneer Award in 2005. He recently won
the National Geographic Emerging Explorer’s Award in
2009. With not only 50 presentations to his credit, he has
published over 50 articles and chapters, and his work has
been featured in Nature, Science, The Lancet, PNAS, JAMA,
NY T imes, Discover,
Scientific American,
Popular
Science,
Forbes, and on
National
Public
Radio.
Dr. Wolfe has
over eight years of
full-time experience
living and conducting
biomedical research
in Southeast Asia
(Malaysia) and subSaharan
Africa
Dr. Nathan Wolfe
(Cameroon, Uganda)
He founded and directs the Global Forecasting Initiative
(GVFI), a pandemic early warning system which monitors
the spillover of novel infectious agents from animals into
humans. His work has been featured on National
Geographic and CNN’s Planet in Peril.
Another featured speaker during the two day
conference, will be Dr. Michael Iseman, Professor of
Medicine at National Jewish Medical and Research Center
in Denver, Colorado with a presentation entitled “TB:
What’s Up Doc?” Iseman is renown as a TB expert with
professional experience dating back to 1971. He has
(See Symposium, page 3)

West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources Bureau for Public Health - Office of Epidemiology & Prevention Services

West Virginia

EPI-LOG

Volume 28, No. 3

(Symposium, continued from page 2)

contributed or written in 19 selected publications
including the book, Tuberculosis: A Textbook for
Clinicians.
Other presentations during the conference will
include presentations on varicella (chickenpox)
surveillance,
hospital infections,
hepatitis,
and
gastroenteritis
outbreaks.
The event will
close
featuring
bestselling author
and motivational
speaker Dr. Jewell
Diamond Taylor, who
will
share
her
insights
in
a
presentation called
“Shift Happens.”
Dr. Michael Iseman
W ith the stress of
H1N1 these days, Taylor will inspire and empower
attendees to keep up the good fight when it comes to
H1N1 and other public health issues. Jewell’s dynamic

Page 3
no-nonsense style empowers people and strengthens
organizations. Taylor’s message will help her audience
cope, survive, and thrive in this ever changing world. Two
of her best sellers are “You are too blessed to be stressed”
and “The main thing is to keep the main thing, the Main
Thing.” She has been a featured speaker across the
worked and in the U.S. has motivated professionals at
the U.S. Secret
Service, NASA, The
Pentagon, Disney, NY
Human Resource
Conference, NAACP,
U.S. Department of
Treasurery, LA Police
Department,
Colleges
and
Universities, state
and
local
government
and
countless others.
Don’t miss
the 2009 WV Public
Dr. Jewell Diamond Taylor
Health Symposium:
Implications of H1N1 and Other Communicable Diseases:
Are We Prepared? Register now to reserve your seat!
This is one event you can’t afford to miss. ²

(H1N1, continued from page 1)

Individuals in the H1N1 vaccine target
group are pregnant women, persons 6 months of
age to 24 years of age, caregivers of children less
than 6 months of age, healthcare workers, and
persons age 25-64 that have underlying health
issues.
Vaccine ordering availaiblity is expected to
double and triple in the months to come which will
enable more indivdiuals to be vaccinated. If
vaccine ordering projections remain consistant,
anyone wanting to be vaccinated against H1N1
should be able by January, regardless of whether
they are in the target group or not.
See the latest H1N1 Vaccine Doses
Distributed in West Virginia by Jurisdiction in this
edition of the Lab-Epi. You can also review this
data each week online at www.wvflu.org on the
data and statistics page. This chart is updated
weekly. ²

Diagram of the H1N1 virus
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Online H1N1 resource center
now available to public
H1N1 (swine) flu continues to be the hot topic in
epidemiology in West Virginia and across the nation. One
of the biggest challenges facing
providers today is getting H1N1 facts in
the hands of the state’s residents so
they can make informed choices for
their families when it comes time to
choose whether or not to vaccinate.
State Health Officer Dr. Cathy
Slemp, who is leading the state’s fight
against H1N1, unveiled a new online
tool for the public called the West
Virginia Swine Flu Resource Center
during a recent press conference with Governor Joe
Manchin III.

Page 6
Dr. Slemp demonstrated some of the useful links
on www.wvflu.org including an interactive state map that
residents can use to learn about H1N1 clinics in their
community by clicking on their county of residence. This
map lists resources in that specific community for H1N1
vaccine information. In addition the website contains a
plethora of other useful information
including fact sheets, data and
statistics, prevention facts and
downloadable tools. In addition,
www.wvflu.org provides information
for schools, parents, businesses and
pregnant women.
Prior to the event, Dr. Slemp met
with Governor Joe Manchin III, First
Lady Gayle Manchin, his leadership
team and invited guests from
healthcare organizations from across the state for a
personal update on H1N1 from the Health Officer. ²

State Epidemiologist Wins 2009
WVPHA Hall of Fame Award

development, advancement, or improvement of Public
Health in West Virginia.
Haddy has been serving as State Epidemiologist
The 2009 West Virginia Public Health Association for nearly 30 years. As the OEPS director, she oversees
(WVPHA) held their annual conference in September at five major divisions including Infectious Disease
Stonewall Jackson Resort in Roanoke. During the annual Epidemiology, TB Elimination, Immunization Prevention
awards banquet, State Epidemiologist and
Services, STD, HIV & Hepatitis, Cancer
Director of the Office of Epidemiology and
Epidemiology and Hemophilia.
Prevention Services (OEPS) Dr. Loretta
In 2008, Dr. Haddy was selected as the
Haddy was inducted into the West Virginia
Outstanding Lab-Epi Person for that
Public Health Association Hall of Fame.
selection of the West Virginia Public
Haddy was presented with the
Health Association in 2008. She currently
award by the 2008 Hall of Fame Award
serves as that group’s President.
winner, Bureau for Public Health
Haddy received her PhD from Capella
Commissioner Chris Curtis who touted
University in Minneapolis, MN in
Haddy’s willingness to far exceed the
Healthcare
Administration
and
normal 8 hour work day to help ensure the
Epidemiology; a MS from The Ohio State
public’s safety .
University in Columbus, Ohio in
L-R: Dr. Loretta Haddy
The WVPHA Hall of Fame award
Preventive Medicine/Epidemiology; a MA
with Commissioner Chris Curtis
was established in 1984 to recognize
from Marshall University in Huntington,
individuals who have helped make this nation great by WV in Sociology/Anthropology; and a BA from Marshall
outstanding contributions to the establishment, University in Sociology/Psychology. ²
The West Virginia EPI-LOG is published quarterly by the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources, Bureau
for Public Health, Office of Epidemiology & Health Promotion, Division of Surveillance and Disease Control. Graphic layout by
Chuck Anziulewicz. Please call the Division of Surveillance & Disease Control at (304) 558-5358 if you need additional
information regarding any article or information in this issue, or if you have suggested ideas you would like to contribute for a
future issue.
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