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In West Virginia and nationally, fatal heroin-related overdoses began to  

increase rapidly starting in 2011.  Many fatal heroin-related overdoses occur in 

the presence of other substances (“polysubstance abuse”) such as  

benzodiazepines, other opioids, or cocaine. 

Between 2010 and 2017,  

1,086 
West Virginia residents died from 
overdoses involving heroin. 

Resources: 

• Health Statistics Center:  

304-558-2931 
www.wvdhhr.org/bph/hsc. 

• For help with an addiction or mental 

health issue contact: 
1-844-HELP-4WV  

Source: West Virginia Health Statistics Center, Vital Statistics System. 

Heroin 
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 In 2017  
Heroin was involved in 

236 
overdose deaths 

13.0 
deaths per 100,000  

25% 
of all drug  
overdose deaths 

From 2010-17, heroin-related  
overdoses increased   687% 

On average, 27% of heroin-related 
deaths have been females since 

2010. 

heroin-related fatal  
overdoses among females 

2017 Demographics of Decedents 

heroin-related deaths  
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Heroin, 1.6 

13.0
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3.8 1.8 

Synthetic opioids 
OTM, 5.6 

33.4

2010 2017

Change in overdose rate  
2010-17 for select opioid drugs 

Note: Synthetic narcotics include drugs such as Fentanyl 
and Meperidine. Much of the increase in this category is 
driven by an increase in Fentanyl-related fatal overdoses. 
“OTM”=Other Than Methadone. 
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Some counties have heroin-related overdose rates much higher than the state rate. 

Trends in fatal heroin-related overdoses 
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